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It is, on the contrary, precisely in the scorn of comfort that I be-
come stronger and assert myself. And this is what makes me throw out
from under my head Montaigne's "soft and smooth pillow/' *7 It is per-
haps also for the comfort it would take away from me that I wish for
Communism; as it is also certainly for that reason that they fear it.
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Is it in punishment for these last lines that I had to spend half of
last night on an uncomfortable armchair in the vestibule of the pension
where I am staying? I had happened to come in rather early, counting
on a long night to make up for the last few days and particularly for
the last night. . . . Key forgotten; impossible to open the door of my
room. ... No interest and no pleasure in relating this. . . .
According to Roger, nine out of ten of the young men who indulge
in prostitution here are in no wise homosexual. They do it moreover
without repugnance but solely for the money, which allows them on
the other hand to keep a mistress, with whom they are seen every-
where throughout the day. Roger claims to have enjoyed the confi-
dences of a great number of them, in the various establishments where
they can be found in the evening, and, since he does not go there to
"partake,'* he boasts of obtaining more sincere confidences than the
people they try to flatter; personal confidences, and also about one an-
other. And as I question somewhat the exactness of those statistics, he
obstinately maintains his figure: nine out of ten, "Yes, I am convinced
that but one out of ten among them is yielding to a natural inclination/'
This would seem to prove at least, if one takes this information to be
exact, that even constant practice does not succeed in overcoming a
spontaneous taste (as it has often been claimed), does not manage to
influence true tendencies. "Drive out nature and it comes back on the
run/'38
But I believe also that imperative, irresistible tastes, whether homo-
or hetero-sexual, are rather rare and that a great number of people
have a mobile taste, ad libitum, vacillating, without conviction, with-
out vocation, ready to yield to the occasion, to fashion, to opinion, and
indiscriminately seeking sensual pleasure, the only thing that is certain.
Verify whether or not the journal notes concerning the trip to
Germany are in the right place. I must have gone to Germany twice
that year:
37 Montaigne spoke of his <emol et doux oreiller" of doubt.
ss "Chassez le naturel, il revient au galop" is an oft quoted line from the
comedy Le Glorieux, by Destouches, Act in^ scene v.